//Ml/z%/ bt

Y/ ﬂ/&&/l 72{Z (’/l%
%

gt%’l %’7/6’/ /

m QQémZ;
g) mpLe 1 //

fm //7



FHal)

f@% % g&/wfm/

Bé& % %@fa/fz reatest Wm/

re

er gathered
i e 1o

L‘Z 5 /”oéw/
Coentury

THE BATTLE THAT CHANGED THE COURSE OF AMERICA

On 16th March 1741, the battle
{OI‘ Car{agena (16 lmlias Legins.

ENGLAND DECLARES WAR ON SPAIN

in order to gain the monopolg
of trade in the Atlantc, and the
][orjcress 0]l Car]tagena (le Imlias is
the key to getting control of the
Spanisl'l COIOIlieS, Iil'le uIHma{e
aspiration 0{ the British crown. The
Car]tagenans ][ear {l’le WOI‘S{ Lecause
there is a huge DISPROPORTION
BETWEEN THE FORCES: 180 British
warsllips and 30,000 soldiers
against 6 Spanish ships and 3,000
SOI(lIel‘S P)uj[ Car]tagena IS VeI‘
wel ][or]tll[le(l aml its (le][ence 1S Ie(l
L an excep’clonal mans: General
Cl-(')mman(ler O{: fLe Fleej[ DOII Elas
(le ]_ezo.

Wl’lile l’le pI‘Gde‘GS Iil'le cle][ence
dIl(l deZHS {Le dI‘I‘inI O{ {l’le
POWERFUL ENGLISH FLEET, we

SllOW Wl’lO Genera] BI&S (Je [ezo
iS. KIIOWII, antl {eare(l, l:l’lI‘Ollgl’lOllI:
the western world as HALEMAN,

because he is one Iegged, one-
ege(J aIl(J one al‘me(l as a I‘esul{ O{
war injuries received in the many
naval battles in which he has
parHcipa’ce(] since adolescence,
I’le I’las eal‘ne(l a Well—(leserve(l
reputation as a BRAVE, INTREPID
AND INGENIOUS WARRIOR.

The British Hee’t which is preparing
to attack Cartagena is the largest
ever seen up to that time. It is led
Iog Vice admiral Edward Vernon,
entrusted with the undertaking
Lg the Parliament in London. He
is backed Lg a power][ul (teneral
S’ta][][ the most notable 0][ whom
are (zeneral Wenl:wor’tla, who s

iIl COmdel(l O{: {l’le Ian(l ][orces, aml

Capjtain Lawrence Wasllingjton,

brother 0][ the hero 0][ American
[n(lepen(lence and ]['lrs’c President
of the United States, who is leading
the seasoned colonial troops ][rom
North America.

The (lispropor’cion 0{ the armies
is thirty to one as regarcls slﬁps,
and ten to one as regards men, in
][avour 0{ the British. But the war
is going to be much JtougLer than

anygyone can joresee.

On  the Englisll side, (zeneral
Wentworth and Cap{ain
WasLingjton have Con][ronjtaﬁons
with the arrogant Vernon who

will not accepl any criticism 0][ his

(lec1s10ns On {Le SpamsL sule,
[ezo Las to (leal WIH’[ Iille proutl
Vlcerog 0{ New Grana(la, Don
Seloas’uan tle Eslava, Wl’lO wants to

direct the war lumse]][ an(l in going
against the opinion 0][ his General
(Commander, makes serious tactical
errors. W hile Laving repea’tetl
con{ron’ta’tmns with the Vlcerog,
which will earn him his hostility,
(ieneral Lezo sla”{u"g directs
the (le][ence 0{ Carlagena, malung
use o} the numerous castles, forts
and bastions which protect it (aml
whose restoration he had orderec”.
With impeccalole lackcal planning

and a ][iemlisL skill ][or mili{arg
ingenuily, he has above all a blind
faith in his soldiers and in the
people 0][ Car’tagena. But, also,
Hal][man knows how to make use
0{ three lceg elements in any wars:
the terrain, the climate and tme.

]{ iS a maHer O{ (le]aging {Le
BriHsL Ian(ling as Iong as
possi“e and preventing their
en]crance iIIIIO {Le Lalj. Despﬂe
]cI1e enemy superiorﬂg {Le war is
very even. Bu]t after (lesjtroglng
the forts which protect the coast,
{Le EngllsL j[llougL retluce(l l)g
the Spanish Ioa]t]terles and tropical

(liseases, ][ina"g manage to ge’t
info {Le ag. ]{ Seems inevij[alyle
that Cartagena will fall. Both
armies s]tal(e everg]tlling on {Le
final battle, the assault on San
Pelipe Casjtle Wl’liCl’l (lomina]tes Iil’le

city {rom {Le top 0][ San ]_ézaro

hill.
The Luge number 0][ British assault

]croops Lave everg’cl’ung in ’cl[elr
][avour Ijujc once agaln Ha]][man S
slqn at rousnlg l’lIS peop]e an(l LIS
lachcal ingenuity turn the situation
aroun(l: Le manages {O gain {Le {u"
C()"al)oraﬁon O{ ]cLe Leroic peop]e O{



Car{agena dIlCL iIl one Iligllli, {Leg
(lig a (leep mOd{ aroun(l {lle wa"s
of the castle so that the ladders of

the British sappers can t reach the
top. With the enemy in Con]lusion,

[ezo or(lers a l’ldllCl {O Lan(l aHaCl(
with fixed bayonets. The British,

disconcerted, attacked l)g surprise
on all sides, and without the support

{ {Lelr arh”erg, “ee in Con{usmn,
worsening their situation. The
disaster is such that Vice admiral
VeI‘nOIl, iIl Comman(l O{ I:Le I‘emains
0][ an army that is weakened,
woumle(l, sicl(, humiliated and
comple’celg demoralized, has no

oplion Lu’t to agree peace terms,

{Ol(l sai]s aml wﬂlulraw {O ]amaica,
knowing that {Leg have su][][ere(l
l:l’le WOI‘SIZ cle{ea]c ever iIlﬂiClIeCl on
the British Royal Navy in all its
history. Such is the disaster that the
Engllsh Klng George “ aml Prlme
MIIIISIIGI‘ Walpole OI‘(lGI‘ a IIOIIdI

censorsllip regarc]ing the historic
incident and forbid any publication
aboul the battle 0{ Car’cagena which
will never be mentioned in Lis‘corg
books. In addition, {Leg maintain
and increase the honours awarded

lIO Vice a(lmira] VEI‘IIOII il’l or(ler {TO

be coherent and not raise suspicions.

1:0r Ius partl, Vlcerog Eslava

eﬂVIOuS O{ LeZO S sSuccess dn(l
wanting to appropriate 1t ][or
Limse”, sends a report on the
war to the King of Spain. Philip

V, attribuling the victory to
lese” an(J accus1ng ]tlle genera]
{ IIlSlll)OI‘CIIIla{iIOIl, Incompe]tence

and cowardice. Philip V believes

it, dismisses Lezo and sends {or
him to stand trial, but his decree
arrives too late because Blas de

Lezo has just died in Car’cagena

{rom his war wounds and ][rom the
epidemic that had helped him win

{Le war.

Twenty years later, the truth of
wLa’t Lappene(l at {Le siege 0][

arj[agena iS ma(le l(IlOWIl I:O {lle

new l(ing 0][ Spain Wl’lO revoLes

the edict, rehabilitates Lezo and
grants the title 0{ Marquis to his

heirs. But justice clelagecl is justice
(lenie(l. Blas (le ]_ezo was l)urietl
Wi]cl'lou{ Lonours as an anonymous
solclier in a grave {La]t Las never
Leen ][oun(l, an(l, a]]cllougll Le is
a najtlona] llero in Colomlna, lle
is s’u" Comp]e’telg unl(nown in
Spaln ch is time ][011 JllSIIICG to lje

one.
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